NLM Board of Regents 
Disaster Information Management Research Center
 Working Group Charge 

In May 2010, the NLM Board of Regents approved the establishment of an ad hoc Working Group on Disaster Health Information Management.  The group was formed to review the current activities of NLM’s Disaster Information Management Research Center (DIMRC) and provide guidance on future authorization, support and direction for DIMRC.  The Working Group will make recommendations for the inclusion of NLM/DIMRC in national agenda for disaster preparedness and response.  In addition, it will assist in revising priorities and resource allocations/estimates to address how NLM can enhance its contributions to the nation’s disaster information management agenda.  Specifically, the Working Group will address the following questions:


1)     Are the current activities of DIMRC useful to the disaster medicine and public health community? Are they adequately funded?


2)     What opportunities to advance information management in disaster medicine and public health play to NLM’s strengths and capabilities?  What resources would NLM need to pursue these opportunities?


3)     What level of effort (staff and funding) is recommended for NLM regarding disaster medicine and public health informatics research?


4)     How can NLM strategically integrate with existing programs in the public and private sector regarding disaster preparedness, response, and recovery both domestically and internationally?

The Working Group is expected to have two in-person meetings at NLM, with additional teleconferences and email contact as needed, or possibly a videoconference.  The Chair of the Working Group will present an oral report to the Board in February 2012 and submit a written report in May 2012.
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